Corridor 1D
Program

Virginia Overview
March 15, 2024

Taylor Holden
Rail Planning and Data Manager




Agenda

* CORRIDOR IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM

CORRIDOR OVERVIEWS
* COMMONWEALTH CORRIDOR
e« WESTERN CORRIDOR (DC TO BRISTOL)

OTHER RAIL INITIATIVES
NEXT STEPS




“The Corridor Identification and Development (Corridor ID) Program is a comprehensive intercity
passenger rail planning and development program that will help guide intercity passenger rail
development throughout the country and create a pipeline of intercity passenger rail projects ready for
implementation.” - FRA

e This new program lays out a three-step process to develop a pipeline of projects
for priority funding through other FRA grants.

* Four Corridors of interest to Virginia were selected in December 2023:

Commonwealth Corridor DRPT New Service
Western Corridor DRPT Service Extension
Cardinal Amtrak Increased Frequency

DC to Charlotte NCDOT & VPRA New Service
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The Commonwealth Corridor will expand intercity passenger rail service on an east-west, cross-state
corridor linking Hampton Roads, Central Virginia, and the New River Valley.

Currently, there is no east-west rail service across the Commonwealth.

The development of this corridor would connect Virginia's two existing passenger rail corridors:
« Eastern Corridor (Richmond, Newport News/Williamsburg, Norfolk/Petersburg)
« Western Corridor (Charlottesville, Lynchburg, Roanoke, and the New River Valley)
The eastern segment of the corridor may include Newport News/Williamsburg and/or Norfolk/Petersburg.

Two separate Virginia State Supported Amtrak Services currently run on these segments and the Service
Development Plan (SDP) will evaluate both options as part of the full corridor.

The Virginia General Assembly asked DRPT to complete the Commonwealth Corridor Feasibility Study in
2021



http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.drpt.virginia.gov/media/rybhgub1/2021-commonwealth-corridor-study.pdf
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The Washington, D.C. through Bristol (DC-Bristol) passenger rail corridor would build upon existing successful
Amtrak service between Washington, D.C. and Roanoke, Virginia, along what is known as Virginia’s Western
Rail Corridor.

The Virginia Passenger Rail Authority (VPRA) is currently in the process of extending service beyond Roanoke
to the New River Valley

Further extending service to Bristol would increase transportation equity and geographic diversity of rail service
In Virginia by increasing transportation mode choice in previously unserved, predominantly rural areas.

The General Assembly asked DRPT to complete the Passenger Rail Extension to Bristol Feasibility Study in
2021



http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.drpt.virginia.gov/media/1scojtqy/bristol-extension-study-final.pdf
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* The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) of 2021 requires the FRA to

conduct a study to evaluate the restoration of daily intercity rail passenger service
along —

* Any Amtrak Long-Distance routes that were
discontinued

* Any Amtrak Long-Distance routes that occur on a
nondaily basis

 FRA may also evaluate potential new Amtrak
Long-Distance routes, including with specific
attention provided to routes in service as of April
1971 but not continued by Amtrak
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Incledes the stakehalder
prefered segment connecting

Knoxville and Roanoke.
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Submitted Obligation Documents (Feb)

FRA Review and Grant Obligation (Spring 2024)

Request For Proposals for consultant support for Step 1(Spring 2024)
Begin Step 1- Scope, Schedule, Budget (Summer 2024)

Begin Step 2- Service Development Plan (2026)
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